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7 Re: Comments to Petition r Rulemaking 


Commissioners: 


This letter contains the comments of the Anchorage 
Amateur Radio Club, Inc. VEC to the Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making released July 23, 1992 in docket 92-154. The Notice 
was filed in response to petitions by the American Radio 
Relay League ("ARRL") and WSYI-VEC ("WS5SYI"), both of which 
petitions were filed on February 26, 1992 and both of which 
seek an FCC rule-making requiring that Novice class 
examinations take place solely within the VEC program. We 
oppose the petitions. 


As noted in Docket 83-27 (establishing the VEC 
program), the Novice volunteer examiner program was not 
altered because the system has been working well since the 
early 1950s and the VEC program was in its infancy and, toa 
large extent, still experimental. Since the inception of the 
VEC program, the Novice volunteer examiner program has 
continued to work well. 


Among the reasons put forth in support of bringing 
the Novice class examinations totally within the VEC system 
are (1) the greater availability of VEC testing around the 
country, (2) the greater privileges Novice class licensees 
now have, (3) the ability of the VECs to handle the workload, 
and (4) the reduction of errors in applications. We have no 
doubt that having experienced VECs handling the examinatin 
paperwork would reduce the number of errors that the FCC has 
to deal with from volunteer examiners of Novice class 
applicants. We also do not doubt the ability of our VEC or 
any other to capably and professionally handle any increased 
workload resulting from the total inclusion of Novice testing 
into the VEC system. However, we believe that the other 
grounds do not support the inclusion. On balance, we believe 
that eliminating the current parallel system is not a good 
idea. 


Although VEC testing may be available in just about 
every corner of the lower 48 states and Hawaii, this is not 
the case in Alaska. We regularly conduct VEC examination 
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sessions in many locations around the State of Alaska and 
provide occasional sessions for other locations not regularly 
served. However, in a state as large as Alaska with as small 
and scattered a population as we have, and with as little 
transportation infrastructure, it is not feasible to conduct 
VEC testing everywhere we would like to go. We simply cannot 
drive to most of the land area in this state. Many locations 
are accessible only by boat, floatplane or other aircraft. 

We in Anchorage cannot even drive to our state capital, 
Juneau, which is accessible only by boat or air. Certain 
other locations are restricted to military personnel only, 
such as the U.S. Navy's base at Adak Island. Even many 
locations on the road system are hundreds of miles from our 
closest regular testing location. We have accredited VE's 
all over the state, but it simply is not enough because the 
population, particularly outside of Anchorage and Fairbanks, 
is so sparse. As a result, there are many areas where there 
may be two or more licensed amateurs of General class or 
above who could give Novice class examinations, but no 
reasonable or convenient access to a regular VEC testing 
location. It would be unfortunate indeed if this avenue of 
access to Amateur Radio is closed. 


We do not believe that the increased privileges 
mandate bringing the Novice Class examinations exclusively 
within the VEC system. There is no evidence that the 
increased privileges have resulted in an increase of 
fraudulent testing of Novice class applicants nor do we 
believe that there is likely to be any. It is our experience 
that all Amateurs who conduct tests, whether in the VEC 
system or not, take that responsibility very seriously 
regardless of the level of operating privileges. Conversely, 
those who do not take the responsibility seriously will not 
take it seriously regardless of the level of operating 
privileges at stake. 


The ARRL and W5YI petitions point out that many VEC 
sessions already provide the opportunity to take a Novice 
Class examination. We are one of them. All of our VEC 
examination sessions have conducted Novice Class examinations 
for years. We do not charge for any examinations. Both of 
these facts manifest our belief that Amateur examinations 
should be as available as possible. In our view, there is no 
real reason why all VECs should not already be administering 
Novice Class examinations as a part of their program. 
Certainly, increased avilability of testing opportunities 
will allow easier access to the licensing system and greater 
numbers of Amateur Radio operators. Restricting access could 
only result in less entry-level Amateurs. Therefore, we 
advocate continuation of the current system and we encourage 
all other VECs to provide Novice Class examinations as well 
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so aS to make Amateur Radio as accessible as possible to 
potential applicants. 


If you have any questions regarding our comments, 
please do not hesitate to write us at the address listed 
above. 


ANCHORAGE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. VEC 


By: Micka’ M WKPUSK 


VEC Board New 


